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Minutes of the Meeting held on 10th June 2012 at Jain Centre Manchester 

 
Present:-  Manaharlal Mehta, Anil Modi, Avantilal Jasani, Bharat Varia, Bhogilal Shah, 

Bina Holden, Gajendra Chhatrisha, Jayesh Shah, Kiran Mehta, Piyush Mehta, Roopal 
Punater, Saroj Varia, Usha Mehta, Usha Shah, Vijay Sheth, Shakuntla Sheth, Narendra 

Vora, Jayendra Patel,  
 

Apology Received:-     List available 
 

The meeting commenced at 11.30 A.M. with a Payer. Manharbhai welcomed all 
members 

 
Approval of minutes : Manharbhai presented the minutes of the meeting held on 10th 

March 2012 and asked for approval. The minutes were approved by Anilbhai Modi 
and were seconded by Binaben Holden. 

 
Future programmes:  Manharbhai suggested moving to item no 6 – Future 

Programmes namely Vanik gathering and a conference of affiliate organisations  
He informed that the last Vaniks  Gathering programme was held in the year 2009 
and it is normally held every four years. it is now due in the year 2013. Format of the 

past programmes was of having a cultural programme combined with honouring our 
elder community members who have given outstanding service to our community. 

He asked whether we have this and a conference of all the affiliates to discuss NCVA’s 
services to the community.  Kiranbhai suggested that we should ask each member 

present for their suggestion. 
Various suggestions were put forward -: a) Programme should be held centrally to 

where all the affiliates’ bodies can take part without travelling very long distance. b) 
Ensure the capacity of the hall to accommodate approximately 800 to 1000 people. c) 

Do it in a way to attract young generation of our community. d) We must ensure it is 
done very professionally. e) We must highlight the function of NCVA. f) Highlight past 

and present functions of NCVA. g) If the function is held away and far from members 
dwelling, ensure to arrange for accommodation. h) Try to arrange cultural 

programme longer and if possible for two days and to request each associate to bring 
at least one coach load people to the function. It was also agreed to have member’s 
conference before the cultural programme.  It was pointed out that when arranging 
conference to ensure to get at least two members from each affiliate to attend.  Also 
get commitment from them to participate whole-heartily in the cultural programme.  
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Some members asked that President of the affiliates and Regional chair should be sent copy for 
them to inform their general members. Manaharbhai mentioned this is done for the past few years. 
This was confirmed but recipients thought that it was their personal copies and were filed away. 

Now onwards the copy for further circulation will have remark of that effect. 
Manaharbhai felt that some affiliate think that we are their competitors and although they are 

members they do not give full hearted support hence problem of attendance. Vijaybhai suggested 
increasing the number of representatives of affiliates to avoid absentees. Kiranbhai suggested not 

to increasing but arranging affiliates to send replacement. He also suggested distributing list of 
members of affiliate representatives to regional head of NCVA and he can contact each member 
when required. 
Manaharbhai also informed the meeting that all affiliate can use NCVA web-site to announce their 
activities and user can also visit the affiliate website for more information using link-up to our web. 
He also informed the meeting that NCVA will reimburse the committee members for their travel 
cost when attending NCVA meetings  
Kiranbhai suggested that we keep the statistics of the attendance and circulate to respective 
affiliate Presidents. Other members agreed to this suggestion. Most members emphasised that our 
cultural programme should be of highest quality and professionalism.  
Avantibhai suggested that we can have a seminar about Will Writing and Trust.  
Regarding lack of attendance by some of our affiliates Kiranbhai suggested that we seek ideas from 
outside communities such as Jews or Muslims and get to know how they organise their functions. 

Vijaybhai mention the period time of the programme to ensure it does not conflict with any of our 
affiliates. He also mentioned that the lack of volunteers to organise the functions and suggested 

that each affiliate commit to send at least two volunteers. He also volunteered to take up the task 
of arranging the cultural programme. Kiranbhai suggested let first Regional Chairman discuss the 

plan and agenda with the affiliates. 
It was also agreed to send NCVA banners to each of our affiliates and to put up on their board.  
 
Community Health : Manaharbhai explain that in the past it was organised by arranging and getting 
best and top consultant. Kiranbhai suggested that this type of activities should best be left with local 
organisation and have input by NCVA for design and format of the seminar but can help the smaller 
organisation if they request for it. Binaben suggested organising a National Health Day and it was 
agreed by all the members. Narendrabhai asked us to look into using our own professional people 
for the seminar. It was agreed to have seminar in 2014. 
 
Printed Directory: Committee discussed the printing of the ninth edition of the Vanik Directory. 

Manharbhai explained various benefit of Web Directory and Printed version. He explained that it 
web directory has facilities of showing whole family tree and other benefits which were very 

advance and futuristic. Most of the members were not aware of it. The letter for the request to 
update the directory will have line to opt-out of printed version and will contain explanations how 

to use the Web Directory and this in future will save us printing cost. The affiliates were asked to 
contribute for the printing of the Directory by way of advertisement. Also advertising will be taken 

from private companies and individuals. 
 
Matrimonial Register and Speed dating : Manaharbhai informed that Jaymanbhai looks and keep 
the records of Matrimonial Register and takes the calls from prospective inquirer. Next Speed 

dating is on 25 November in Wembley  It was discussed that speed dating was arranged last year to 
be held at Manchester but was cancelled due to lack of numbers. NCVA can support if Leicester is 
interested. 
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Spiritual Care:  NCVA will sponsor anyone who is interested in for the training to gain and register 
with NHS Hospital as a JAIN Spiritual Care provider. 
 

Funeral Service: - NCVA provide funeral service i.e. religious service.  It was noted that Manchester 
lacks the volunteers for this service and request to forward the names of the volunteers. Again 

NCVA can provide training to the volunteers if needed. 
 

Our E-news “Vanik Voice “is sent to all the members and was made to register for getting Vanik 
Voice. This is edited by our ex secretary Mr Paresh Gandhi Who now resides in Australia.  
 
Treasurer’s report was read by our treasurer Anilbhai. He mentioned that some of our affiliates 
have not paid their subscription for two to three years. He was requested to arrange with these 
sleeping partners for a meeting and request for the payments. 
Area chairmen’s report was read out. Kiranbhai after knowing various functions of NCVA express his 
excitement about good thing of NCVA. 
 
Ushaben Shah gave the report NVBS and has confirmed that they have benefited by being an 
affiliate of NCVA. 
 
Usahben Mehta  read the report of Jain Samaj Europe 

 
Roopalben read out the report for NVA. 

 
A.O.B.:- Manaharbhai informed that he is trying to arrange for video conference by using Skype or 

other electronic devices. This type of arrangement will avoid travelling. Kiranbhai said he has used 
this type of conference quite a lot and useful but said we must maintained at four face meetings 
and use once in awhile a video conference. 
Avantibhai suggested having seminar with Age Concern about Financial Planning  
Some discussion took place on the name change of NCVA to Vanik Council to avoid people mixing 
NCVA as NVA. Narendrabhai suggested taking a vote of the members to decide instead of leaving 
the issue of name change pending, however the name change was discussed at the last meeting. 
This topic will be added onto the next meetings agenda. Gajendrabhai asked about the issue of 
organ donation in perspective of Jain. Manaharbhai  replied that according to Jainism, to save life is 
paramount, and as such orghan donation is allowable. 
The meeting concluded at 3.05pm by Manaharbhai thanking Manchester Jain Centre for extending 

hospitality to NCVA.  
 

Next Meeting: To be advised 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 


